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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

 
SHANA STEWART 
 
VERSUS  
 
STARK GROUP, LLC  
D/B/A STARK USA  
D/B/A STARK TOOLS USA  
 

* 
 
* 
 
* 
 
* 

CIVIL ACTION  
 
NO.: 3:26-CV-392 
 
JUDGE  
 
MAGISTRATE JUDGE  

 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 
 NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, comes Defendant, STARK GROUP, 

LLC (hereinafter “Defendant”), who with full reservation of rights, files this Notice of Removal 

and avers that this matter is hereby removed from the 19th Judicial District Court for the Parish of 

East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, to this Court on the following grounds:  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

1. 

 On April 25, 2025, Plaintiff, Shana Stewart (hereinafter “Plaintiff”), through Venese M. 

Morgan of The Law Office of Venese M. Morgan, LLC, filed this action, entitled Shana Stewart v. 

Stark Group, LLC d/b/a Stark USA d/b/a Stark Tools USA, Case No.  C-762461, Sect. 26, 19th Judicial 

District Court, Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana (the “Petition”).  (A copy of the 

Petition for Damages is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” in accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a)). 

THE DEFENDANT HAS SATISFIED THE PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS FOR REMOVAL 

2. 

Stark Group, LLC has been made a defendant, served through the Louisiana long-arm 

statute in Chino, California on May 9, 2025, and an Answer was filed with the state court on 

September 24, 2025.  The amount in controversy is not facially apparent from the Petition, but 

Plaintiff has provided discovery responses claiming the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000 
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(discussed in paragraph 10a below). See Exhibit B. 

3. 

 The U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Louisiana encompasses the 19th Judicial 

District Court, Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana. the parish in which the state court 

action is now pending.  Therefore, this venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a).   

4. 

 Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a), filed herewith as Exhibit “A” are copies of all process and 

pleadings served upon the Defendant in the state court proceeding. 

5. 

 Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b), promptly after notice of this removal is filed, written 

notice hereof will be given to Plaintiff, and a copy of this Notice of Removal will be filed with the 

Clerk of the aforesaid state court to effect the removal of the civil action to this Honorable Court.  

See Exhibit C. 

THIS COURT HAS SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C. § 1332 

6. 

 This Court has subject-matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332.   

7. 

 Upon information and belief, Plaintiff is a resident and domiciliary of the Parish of East 

Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana.   

8. 

 Defendant, Stark Group, LLC is a limited liability company organized in the State of 

California with its principal place of business in Chino, San Bernardino County, California. The 

sole member of Stark Group, LLC is Kit Sze, who is domiciled in Chino, San Bernardino County, 

California.   

Case 3:26-cv-00392-JWD-EWD       Document 1      04/13/26     Page 2 of 6



- 3 - 

 

9. 

 Complete diversity of citizenship exists between the Plaintiff and Defendant. 

10. 

 Although the Defendant denies any liability to Plaintiff, the amount in controversy 

exceeds $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs.  In accordance with Article 893 of the Louisiana 

Code of Civil Procedure, Plaintiff’s Petition does not allege an amount in controversy.  Defendant 

has requested that Plaintiff stipulate that her damages are less than $75,000; Plaintiff’s counsel 

has refused to stipulate and responded to discovery stating her damages exceed $75,000.  See 

Exhibit D.  Defendant firmly denies any liability for the plaintiff’s alleged injuries or damages in 

this matter. Defendant is free from fault and firmly denies medical causation for the plaintiff’s 

injuries in this matter. The following is for the purpose of establishing the amount in controversy 

only and is not an admission as to the existence or value of any of Plaintiff’s claims.  

10a. 

Plaintiff claims splashing of boiling hot water on plaintiff’s body caused severe injuries, 

including but not limited to, third and/or fourth degree burns to her arms, chest, stomach, face 

and underarms requiring medical, surgical, rehabilitative, and related care and treatment for her 

injuries.  Plaintiff claims to still receive burn scraping and treatment but has permanent scarring 

and disfigurement as a result of the explosion.  Plaintiff claims to have suffered past, present and 

future medical and related expenses, physical injury, pain and suffering, scarring, disfigurement, 

embarrassment, disability, mental injury, mental anguish and distress, loss of enjoyment of life, 

and other items of damages which to be shown through discovery and/or at trial. Plaintiff’s 

medical expenses total $5,747.99 to date, but Plaintiff alleges her medical expenses are far greater 

than this amount. After the accident on April 26, 2024, plaintiff received treatment at Lane 

Regional Medical Center for burns and blisters to her mouth, lower part of her face, breast and 
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arms. Beginning on May 1, 2024, plaintiff began treatment at the Baton Rouge General Burn Clinic 

for second and third degree scald burns to her face, chest and BUE wherein she continues to treat.  

On June 12, 2024, her therapist recommended she participate in six months of occupational 

therapy at the Baton Rouge General Medical Center for the scar management for burns to her 

upper limbs to help prevent scar bands and contractures and daily wear of compression garments.  

Defendant has requested records from all medical facilities that Defendant knows has 

treated Plaintiff. However, Plaintiff alleges that she has received extensive treatment and therapy 

for third and fourth degree burns to her face, mouth, chest and arms and continues to receive 

treatment since the date of the accident. Based on her injuries, it is likely Plaintiff’s medicals costs 

alone will exceed $75,000 before any consideration of the general damages she has alleged.  Given 

all of the above, we expect her total damages to be well in excess of $75,000, if she is successful in 

proving her claims. The undersigned is mindful of the Fifth Circuit’s disfavor of sealing records1, 

so we have not attached the medical exhibits to this pleading, as they would require sealing to 

protect Plaintiff’s privacy.  If the Court requires the medical records as proof of the amount in 

controversy, the undersigned requests leave to provide them under seal. Exhibit A, D and E.  

11. 

 The Defendant reserves the right to amend or supplement this Notice of Removal. 

12. 

 The following Exhibits are attached hereto and incorporated here in: 

A. Plaintiff’s State Court Filings;  

B. Answer to Plaintiff’s Petition; 

C. Notice of Filing of Notice of Removal; 

 

1 Binh Hoa Le v. Exeter Fin. Corp., 990 F.3d 410, 416 (5 Cir. 2021); Sealed Appellant v. Sealed Appellee, No. 22-50707, 2024 WL 
980494, at *2–3 (5 Cir. Mar. 7, 2024). 
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D. Excerpt of Plaintiff’s Discovery Responses; 2 

E. A Selection of Photographs of Plaintiff’s Alleged Injuries;3 

 WHEREFORE, Defendant, STARK GROUP, LLC, prays that the matter entitled, Shana 

Stewart v. Stark Group, LLC, Case No. C-762461, Sect. 26 of the 19th Judicial District Court, Parish of 

East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, be removed to the United States District Court, Middle 

District of Louisiana, and that the 19th Judicial District Court, Parish of East Baton Rouge, State 

of Louisiana, proceed no further in said action filed herein unless and until this action be 

remanded by this Court. 

Respectfully submitted: 
 

  JEANSONNE & REMONDET 
 

____/s/ Michael J. Remondet, Jr. _____________ 
  MICHAEL J. REMONDET, JR. (#21046) 
  GARRETT M. BOUDREAUX (#41163) 

Post Office Box 91530 
Lafayette, LA  70509 
Telephone: (337) 237-4370 
MikeR@JeanRem.com; GarrettB@JeanRem.com  
ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT,  
STARK GROUP, LLC 

  

 

2 Id. 
3 Although undersigned counsel is in possession of additional photographs of Plaintiff’s injuries, only a selection of 
these photographs are attached in order to avoid placing more intimate photographs of Plaintiff into the public 
record.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing pleading was filed electronically with 

the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system and has been served via email, facsimile, electronic 

filing notification, and/or first-class United States mail, proper addressed, postage prepaid on the 

following: 

Ms. Venese M. Morgan 
The Law Office of Venese M. Morgan, LLC 

412 N. 4th St., Suite 102 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

venese@vmorganlawfirm.com 
 

East Baton Rouge Clerk of Court 
PO Box 1991 

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-1991 
 

 Lafayette, Louisiana on this 13th day of April 2026. 

 
_               __/s/ Michael J. Remondet, Jr._________ 

MICHAEL J. REMONDET, JR. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

 
SHANA STEWART 
 
VERSUS  
 
STARK GROUP, LLC  
D/B/A STARK USA  
D/B/A STARK TOOLS USA  
 

* 
 
* 
 
* 
 
* 

CIVIL ACTION  
 
NO.: 3:26-CV-392 
 
JUDGE  
 
MAGISTRATE JUDGE  

 
ORDER OF REMOVAL 

 
 
 THE FOREGOING CONSIDERED, it is hereby ordered that the petition of plaintiff in 

the suit entitled “Shana Stewart v. Stark Group, LLC.” filed in the 19th Judicial District Court, Parish 

of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, under docket number C-762461, is hereby removed to 

the United States District Court in and for the Middle District of Louisiana.  

 Counsel for plaintiff, Venese M. Morgan, is hereby notified that all pleadings and 

document of record in the 19th Judicial District Court docket have been removed and filed with 

this court.  

 Baton Rouge, Louisiana, this _____ day of ___________________ 2026. 

 

      __________________________________________  
      UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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C-762461 
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SHANA STEWART 

VERSUS 

STARK GROUP, LLC 

D/B/A STARK USA 

D/B/A STARK TOOLS USA 

SUIT NO. ______ SEC __ 

19TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PETITION FOR DAMAGES 

NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, comes Plaintiff, SHANA 

STEWART, a person of full age of majority residing in the Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of 

Louisiana, who respectfully represents: 

I. 

Made Defendant herein is STARK GROUP, LLC ("STARK USA"), a California 

corporation with its principal place of business at 13850 Central Ave Ste 200, Chino, California, 

91710. 
2. 

This is a products liability personal injury case arising out of an incident which occurred 

on or about April 26, 2024 at Plaintiff's home located in the Parish of East Baton Rouge. 

3. 

In March of 2024, Plaintiff purchased Model 999.01-H2 Barton 8 Quart Aluminum 

Stovetop Pressure Cooker from the Walmart App. The product came in its original packaging. 

Plaintiff used the pressure cooker twice following the purchase. 

4. 

On or about April 26, 2024, Plaintiff decided to utilize the pressure cooker again for the 

third time. Approximately thirty to forty minutes into using the pressure cooker, the pressure 

cooker suddenly and without warning, exploded, resulting in boiling hot water to splash all over 

her arms, chest, stomach, and underarms causing serious bodily injuries. 

5. 

On information and belief, Defendant, STARK USA, designed, manufactured, sold, and 

supplied the aforementioned Model 99901-H2 Barton 8 Quart Aluminum Stovetop Pressure 

Cooker and/or placed into the stream of commerce a defective and unreasonably dangerous 

product that caused SHANA STEWART's injuries and damages for the following non-exclusive 

Certified True and 

Correct Copy 

Cert ID: 2025042B01 024 

Page I of5 

East Balon Rougo Parish 

Depu/y Clerk or Court 
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Generated Dalo: 
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reasons, in violation of the Louisiana Products Liability Act: 

A) At all times referenced in these pleadings, the M Model 99901-H2 Barton 8 Quart 

Aluminum Stovetop Pressure Cooker manufactured by ST ARK USA was being 

utilized in a manner reasonably anticipated by the manufacturer; 

B) The Model 99901-H2 Barton 8 Quart Aluminum Stovetop Pressure Cooker, 

manufactured by STARK USA, is unreasonably dangerous pursuant to Louisiana 

law because it contained a manufacturing defect or flaw which rendered the Model 

99901-H2 Barton 8 Quart Aluminum Stovetop Pressure Cooker unreasonably 

dangerous owing to its construction or composition; 

C) In the alternative, STARK USA constructed and placed into the stream of 

commerce an unreasonably dangerous .and .defective Model 99901-H2 Barton 8 

Quart Aluminum Stovetop Pressure Cooker in that the design of the Model 99901-

H2 Barton 8 Quart Aluminum Stovetop Pressure Cooker allowed this incident to 

occur; 

D) In the alternative, STARK USA constructed and placed into the stream of 

commerce an unreasonably dangerous and defective Model 99901-H2 Barton 8 

Quart Aluminum Stovetop Pressure Cooker in that the design of such failed to 

provide an adequate. warning of the potentially dangerous characteristics of the 

Model 99901-H2 Barton 8 Quart Aluminum Stovetop Pressure Cooker; 

E) In addition, and in the further alternative, the Model 99901-H2 Barton 8 Quart 

Aluminum Stovetop Pressure Cooker manufactured by STARK USA was 

unreasonably dangerous and thus legally defective for its anticipated use in that it 

failed to adequately warn of the design defects; and 

F) In addition, and in the further alternative, the Model 99901-I-12 Barton 8 Quart 

Aluminum Stovetop Pressure Cooker manufactured by STARK USA failed to 

conform to certain warranties and representations made by the manufacturer, all of 

which combined .to render the Model 99901-H2 Barton 8 Quart Aluminum 

Stovetop Pressure Cooker unreasonably dangerous and defective pursuant to 

Louisiana law. 

Certified True and 

Correct Copy 
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6. 

Plaintiff shows that ST ARK USA designed and/or manufactured a product or products as 

described above and that it/they were defective and wrreasonably dangerous in design, 

construction, composition/manufacture and inadequate in its instructions and/or warnings thereby 

rendering Defendant liable under the Louisiana Products Liability Act and other applicable 

provisions of Louisiana Law. Specifically, Defendant herein is liable to plaintiff as a result of its 

breach of one or more of the following .obligations: 

A) Its design and manufacture ofan unreasonably dangerous product; 

B) Its negligence for failing to provide, as the manufacturer of the Model 99901-H2 

Barton 8 Quart Aluminum Stovetop Pressure Cooker, adequate instructions and/or 

warnings to the purchasers and users of the product; 

C) The negligent failure to properly test the Model 99901-H2 Barton 8 Quart 

Aluminum Stovetop Pressure Cooker before marketing and selling the device 

and/or its failure to make sure that the device was properly tested and safe for use 

by its customers; 

D) The pressure cooker lacked features necessary to make it safe for its intended use; 

E) The pressure cooker contained design features which made it unsafe for its intended 

purpose; 

F) The pressure cooker was designed in such a way that the blade cannot be Jocked 

into the bottom of the pressure cooker to prevent it from falling out; 

G) The pressure cooker's packaging Jacked features necessary to make it safe to handle 

during opening and unpacking; 

H) The pressure cooker locked a cover for the blade assembly; .and 

l) Generally, the failure of the Defendant to act with a degree of core commensurate 

with existing circumstances. 

7. 

Defendant's actions and omissions were the direct and proximate cause of Plaintiff's 

injuries and damages, and as such, Defendant is liable unto Plaintiff for all injuries and damages 

she suffered as a result of this incident, under .all .applicable laws including, but not limited to the 

Louisiana Products Liability Act, LSA-R.S. 9:2800.52 et seq. 
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8. 

At all times pertinent hereto, the pressure cooker was being utilized by Plaintiff in a manner 

reasonably anticipated by the manufacturer. 

9. 

The splash of boiling hot water on Plaintiff's body caused severe injuries, including but 

not limited to third and/or fourth degree burns to her arms, chest, stomach, face, and underarms. 

10. 

Plaintiff has been required to undergo medical, surgical, rehabilitative, and related care and 

treatment for her injuries. 

11. 

At the time of this filing, Plaintiff still receives burn scraping and treatment but has 

permanent scarring and disfigurement as a result of the explosion. 

12. 

At all times pertinent hereto, Defendant acted through its authorized employees, servants, 

agents and/or apparent agents. 

13. 

Plaintiff, SHANA STEW ART, shows that as a direct and proximate result of the 

negligence and fault of Defendant herein, she suffered the following non-exclusive list of damages, 

all past, present and future, for which she is entitled to be compensated from Defendant in an 

amount which is just and reasonable: 

a) Medical and related expenses; 

b) Physical injury; 

c) Pain and suffering; 

d) Scarring; 

e) Disfigurement; 

f) Embarrassment; 

g) Disability; 

h) Mental injury; 

i) Mental anguish and distress; 

j) Loss of enjoyment of life; and 

k) Other items of damage which may be shown through discovery or at trial. 
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Correct Copy 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, SHANA STEWART, prays that after due proceedings are had 

that there be judgment in her favor and against Defendant, STARK GROUP, in an amount which 

is just and reasonable in the premises, plus legal interest thereon from the date of judicial demand 

until paid and for all costs of these proceedings, and for all other general and equitable relief 

allowed by law. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 

w::,...-;,~'norgao sq. -,f~SD& 

enese M. Morgan, LLC 
e uite 102 

Baton Roug A 70802 
225-310-11 IO (P) 
225-308-2687 (F) 

yenese@vmorganlawfirm.com 
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF 

PLEASE HOLD SERVICE ON DEFENDANT: 

Stark Group, LLC 

Through the Louisiana Long Ann Statute 

13850 Central Ave Ste 200, 
Chino, California, 91710 
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CITATION 

(Long Arm LSA R.S. 13:3205 ct seq.) 

SHANA STEWART 

(Plaintiff) 

vs 

ST ARK GROUP LLC 

(Defendant) 

NUMBER C-762461 "26" 

19th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 

ST ATE OF LOUISIANA 

TO: STARK GROUP LLC, D/B/A STARK USA. D/B/A STARK TOOLS USA 

GREETINGS: 

Attached to this citation is a certified copy of a petition or other legal pleading that has been filed 

with the Clerk of Court for East Baton Rouge Parish ("Clerk of Court") and in which service upon you was 

requested by the filing party. Please read the petition for information concerning any claims that may have 

been asserted against you. 

You are required to file an answer to the petition or other legal pleading in the Clerk of Court's Civil 

Department located at 300 North Boulevard, Suite 3301, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and you must do so within 

30 DAYS of the date you were served with the petition. 

If you fail to file an answer or other legal pleading, a default judgment may be rendered against you. 

Any questions you may have seeking legal advice should be directed to an attorney at law, not the Clerk of 

Court. 

This citation was issued by the Clerk of Court for East Baton Rouge Parish, on APRIL 28, 2025. 

Requesting Attorney: MORGAN, VENESE M. 

( 408) 910-3813 

*Also attached are 1he fo llowing documenls: 

PETITION FOR DAMAGES 

,,,,1111,,, 
,,,\\~ !.~~!~!' 0J 1 ✓ ,, 
~f / . ·-.. ~ 

[!( \~~ . ~-
~~~-. /$.f V(_, ' 

"',,::'fi;,t,;f,~~,,,' Deputy Clerk of Court for 

Doug Welborn, Clerk of Court 

CITATION-LONG ARM-2006 
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